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                        CP English 11 
 

                      Instructor: Miss Shannon Kolenik 
                                           Room #: D207 

                          Email: smk50@scasd.org 
   

 
 

Units/Anticipated Texts*: 
● Sense of Place- Various short texts 
● Social Commentary- A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams 
● The American Dream- The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, + American Like Me by 

America Ferrera or I Was Their American Dream by Makala Gharib 
● Storytelling and Truth- The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien 
● Rhetoric- Various forms of nonfiction (speeches, short arguments) 

 
*Texts are subject to change at my discretion. 
 
Course Description: 

CP English 11 is an English class designed for juniors who plan to pursue a post-secondary 
education. Students read, analyze and interpret a variety of classic and contemporary 
American works including novels, short stories, drama, poetry, nonfiction and media. This 
course is designed to foster the development of critical thinking skills and superior 
communicative abilities. In this course, you will critically analyze and evaluate literature, 
refine your own unique writing style, and work both individually and collaboratively to 
represent your learning through oral, written, and creative projects. In order to be 
successful in this course, you must arrive with an open, eager, and collaborative mindset. 
 

What Will Class Look Like? 
See here!  

 
Materials and Resources: 

● Pen, pencil, highlighter 
● A charged Chromebook (we will rely heavily on technology this year, so please charge daily 

before you come to school!) 
● Choice book (for free reading) 
● Journal/Notebook (for free writing + note taking) 

 

Email/Canvas: 
Please get into the habit of checking your email and Canvas every day.  I will likely be 
sending you important information and reminders about upcoming deadlines.  If you ever 
have any questions or concerns at any point in the semester, please don’t hesitate to email 
me.  My email is smk50@scasd.org. I will do my best to get back to you within 24 hours 
(unless it’s the weekend, and I’m binge-watching a Netflix show). 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rAD_Aq-vZDD5KA0OG3gA5icddYaSUolaTyjbbbws7mE/edit?usp=sharing
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Grading/Late Work/Types of Assignments: 
● You will be graded on a total points system.  The amount of points per assignment is based 

on the amount of time and work that is put into each assignment.  For example, a small 
assignment that only takes part of the block to complete will only be worth a fraction of the 
points a large paper would be worth, since we will spend multiple days in class working on 
it and it is a polished assignment. 

● I do allow for revisions on most large assignments. However, in order to earn credit back on 
a revised assignment, you must conference with me about improvements that can be made 
and show genuine first and second attempts at completing the assignment.  

● The district policy is that you may turn in assignments up to two weeks after the due date 
with no late penalty. If the assignment is past two weeks late, it’s likely that I have already 
talked with you about the assignment, so any penalties will be handled on a 
student-by-student basis. 

○ This late policy applies to absences as well; if you are absent on a particular day, you 
have two weeks from that absent date to make up the assignments that you missed. 

○ I cannot accept late work for a particular Marking Period once the Marking Period 
has ended. 

● The chart below outlines the types of assignments that you might see in this course, as well 
as the new SCASD grading policy for the 2020-2021 school year. 
 

Types of Assignments  State College Area High School Percentage to 
Letter Grade Conversion (2020-21) 

 
        A+ = 100 to 96.5                     C+= 74.4 to 71.5 
        A = 96.4 to 89.5                       C=  71.4 to 64.5 
        A- = 89.4 to 86.5                      C-= 64.4 to 61.5 
        B+ = 86.4 to 84.5                    D+= 61.4 to 59.5 
        B = 84.4 to 76.5                        D=  59.4 to 51.5 
        B- = 76.4 to 74.5                       D-51.4 to 49.5 
                                       E= <49.4 

Classwork 

Quizzes  

Free Reading Responses 

Writing: CDW paragraphs, essays, persuasive  
writing, creative writing 

Speaking: Formal speeches, in-class discussions 

Creative and Collaborative Projects  

  

Academic Integrity: 
● Cheating and Plagiarism: Refer to the State High Student Handbook for our district 

policies. Consequences against cheating and plagiarism will be followed as required by the 
Handbook. 

● In summary, you must be the sole author of any work that you turn in.  Be sure to properly 
cite your sources or you will be guilty of plagiarism.  Because plagiarism can take many 
forms and degrees, there is no one consequence that applies to all.  Consequences will be 
determined on a case-by-case basis.  The consequence can vary from receiving no credit on 
an assignment to having to redo the entire assignment.  If you have any concerns about your 
papers, please come see me!  I will make sure that you are citing your sources properly and 
avoid plagiarism.  
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● If you complete or make up an in-class assignment, having the same exact answers as 
a peer in the same class does not count as “working together” on the assignment. It is 
considered to be plagiarism. Don’t do it.  

● We will also be using turnitin.com for all large writing assignments. 
 

COVID-19 Notes: 
● This year is uncommon for all of us. I have complete faith in all of you that you are trying 

and will try your best. Please give me the same respect. If plans change, know that I’ve 
changed them with your best interests in mind, both in terms of safety and in terms of your 
learning and growth.  

● We may need to switch from in-person learning to online learning quickly. Therefore, many 
of the class’ activities may be designed with independent/online learning in mind. 

● When you are in-class online, practice appropriate online etiquette and participate just as 
readily as you would if you were in-person. I’d like to see your face for most of the class 
block. If having your camera on would be difficult or uncomfortable for you on a particular 
day, let me know in advance and we can brainstorm alternative ways for you to participate. 

● I follow the district’s protocol on all COVID-related policies, including sanitizing, 
mask-wearing, and social distancing. If, for any reason, a student is breaking this particular 
protocol, they will be immediately sent to an administrator in order to seek an appropriate 
course of action.  

● I understand that the conditions of the virus may bring you additional stress and anxiety 
(on top of the stress and anxiety that you already may be feeling as a high schooler). If you 
are feeling overwhelmed, for any reason, please do not hesitate to come to me. I am more 
than happy to talk with you about these issues and brainstorm ways to manage what you 
may be feeling. 

 

Communication & Extra Help: 
If you feel like you are struggling in class, please don’t hesitate to email me. Social distancing 
and remote learning will impact our ability to meet in-person, so I will encourage you to 
schedule an online meeting with me whenever possible. Don’t be afraid to ask for help! I 
would love to work with you in order to ensure your success in this class. 
 

Inclusive Excellence:  
Inclusive Excellence is the understanding that working, living, and learning environments 
benefit when diversity in thought, learning, and personal characteristics is recognized and 
utilized. Inclusive Excellence helps us to engage in civil conversation with those who hold 
views that differ from our own; and to socialize with persons who have had different life 
experiences. In class experiences, inclusive excellence is addressed through ample 
opportunities to learn about diverse cultures, both locally and globally. The State College 
Area School District does not tolerate racism, violence or bullying by any individual or 
group. Just as importantly, we are actively working toward a more inclusive and caring 
environment to provide every student with a respectful, safe and positive experience on a 
daily basis. 

 
My Note on Equity: 

In classrooms, students often feel offended, overlooked, or unequal. They may feel as though 
their teachers or peers ignore their efforts in learning and favor other students’ 
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achievements over their own. They may feel that they are misrepresented or 
underrepresented in classroom activities. As a teacher, I attempt to create a classroom 
environment that is safe, open, and equitable. If you feel uneasy at any point during the 
semester, please do not hesitate to come to me and voice your concerns. An English class is 
a class where people’s voices should be heard! 

Where Will I Be? When Am I Free? 

Block Time Duty Location 

1 8:40 am-10:16 am Adv. Eng 11 D207 

2.1 10:22 am-11:15 am PLC (Teacher 
Meeting) 

D2 Pod English Offices 

2.2 11:15 am-11:52 am Prep (Free) D2 Pod English Offices  

3.1-3.2 11:52 am-1:28 pm Adv. Eng 11  D207 

3.3 1:28 pm-2:04 pm Lunch (Free on some 
days) 

D207 

4 2:10 pm-3:40 pm CP Eng 11 D207 

 

 


